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MOUNTAINEERING AND THE BRITISI-I 
ROYAL FAMILY 

By T. S. BLAKENEY 

[Adapted frorn a panzphlet privately issued in 1953.] 

URING the first half of 1953 two features tended to dominate the 
British Press the Monarchy and Mount Everest. These items 
of news became linked when, by the happiest of chances, word 

of the ascent of Everest broke upon the world on the morning of the 
Queen's Coronation. 

A fevv weeks earlier .H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh had accepted 
the patronage of the Mount Everest expedition, an encouraging 
circumstance that foreshado,ved the final triumph that made the 
climbing of the mountain seem like a deliberate Coronation Day gift 
to Her Majesty. It is not inappropriate, therefore, if, while the 
success of Sir John I-Iunt's party is still fresh in ou~r minds, we take 
note of any other interest that has been sho,vn in mountaineering by 
our Royal Family. 

The record, it must be admitted, is a slender one and cannot compare 
with the mountaineering activities of foreign royalties, such as those 
former Honorary M embers of the Alpine Club, I{ing Albert I of the 
Belgians,1 the Duke of the Abruzzi2 and the Duke of Spoleto. 

Caroline of Brunswick, Princess of Wales, would appear to be the 
earliest of our Royal visitors to the Alps, and to have crossed the 
Simplon Pass in I8I4. Her tour, and the question of whether she had 
crossed the St. Gotthard Pass, are discussed by Dr. G. R. de Beer in the 
Alpine Journal, vol. ss, pp. 4I 1- I2. 

Edward Augustus, Duke of l(ent, and father of Queen Victoria, 
seems to have been the next to visit Switzerland, vvhen he made an 
excursion in October I 8 I 8 to Lauterbrunnen and the glaciers of 
Grindelwald3 whilst staying with his sister-in-law, Anne (the Grand 
Duchess Constantine of Russia) who had a house in Geneva.4 

Albert, later Prince Consort, and his brother, made a tour in the 
Alps in I 83 7 and, since the era of high mountain expeditions had 
hardly begun, it was not to be expected that they 'vould accomplish 
any notable climbing. The Rigi, the Furka and Grimsel passes, the 
Grosse Scheidegg, Faulhorn, and the Col de Balme, vvere the principal . 
items in their 'vanderings. 5 Whilst at Chamonix they appear to have 

1 Alpine Journal, 46. 279· 
2 A.J. 45· 201. 
8 Edward of Kent, by David S. Duff (1938), p. 261. 
4· The Early Years of H.R.ll. the Prince Consort, by C. Grey (1 867), p. 204. 
5 C G . . rey, op. czt., pp. 153-4. 
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been up the Montanvert and to have crossed the l\ller de Glace to the 
J ardin.·6 In May I839 the Prince Consort, returning from a tour in 
Italy, crossed by the Simplon Pass into Switzerland. 7 

King Edv1ard VII, as Prince of Wales, in I857 crossed the Tete Noire 
Pass from Martigny to Chamonix, and traversed the Glacier des 
Bossons, Albert Smith, of Mont Blanc fame, acting as guide on the 
latter occasion. Later , the Prince crossed the Grosse Scheidegg. 8 

Princess Alice, Grand Duchess of Hesse, and second daughter of 
Queen Victoria, paid at least two visits to the Swiss Alps. In I 86 5 
she ascended the Rigi, going on to Engelberg (where an ascent of the 
Titlis was mooted, but rejected as being too dangerous), whence she 
crossed the J och Pass to Meiringen and visited the Rosenlaui Glacier. 
In I 867 she visited tl1e Engadine where, after crossing the J ulier Pass 
and visiting the Roseg Glacier, she climbed Piz Languard (August Is). 
A few days later she set out on a round tour by -vvay of the Livigno 
valley, Stretta and Stelvio Passes, and so back to St. Moritz v£a Sta. 
Maria, Zernez and Ofen. She and her husband took no servant on the 
latter expedition and thoroughly enjoyed looking after their own wants ; 
they had a guide, who told them he had travelled with Professor T yndall 
' ¥hen studying the movements of the l\llorteratsch Glacier (the guide, 
presumably, was J enni). 9 

Queen Victoria herself, accompanied by Princess Louise and ~Prince 
Arthur, in I868 went up Pilatus; and she also ascended the Rigi and 
crossed the Furka Pass.10 But the Queen can hardly be numbered 
among the supporters of mountaineering, and her suggestion, in I88z, 
of marking her disapproval of dangerous Alpine expeditions, has 
already been printed in the Alp£ne Journal (vol. 40. p. I83). 

Mary Adelaide, Duchess of T eck, and mother of Queen Mary, was 
a great lover of Switzerland, particularly of the Engadine, but was not 
a mountaineer in any sense. She visited Grindelwald on September 27, 
I85g, going up to the ice grotto on the Lower Glacier, and went to 
Lauterbrunnen and Wengen two days later11 ; but most of her Swiss 
holidays were during the I 88o's and I 8go's, 12 and though she went up 
the Rigi in I884, it was by rail. 

It is with Prince Arthur (later Duke of Connaught) that we come to 
more enterprising mountain expeditions. There are records of two 
Alpine journeys, in I 864 and in I868. I am indebted to Mrs. M. H. 
McClintock13 for letting me see part of a diary kept by her father, 

6 Windsor Castle, Royal Archives, Add. MSS. A/15, nos. 521, 541. 
7 C. Grey, op. cit., p. 203 . 

· 8 G. R. de Beer, Travellers in S witzerland, p. 269. 
9 Alice, Grand Duchess of H esse : L etters to H.M. the Queen (John Murray, 

1885); de Beer, op. cit., pp. 310, 319; Tyndall, H ours of Exercise in the A lps 
(2nd edn.), p. 208. 

1 0 de Beer, op. cit., p. 326 ; David S. Duff, The L ife Story of Princess L ouise, 
Duchess of Argyll (1940), p. g8. 

11 A Me1noir of H.R.H. Princess M ary Adelaide, Duchess of T eck, by [Sir] 
C. Kinloch Cooke (Igoo), vol. i, pp. 331-2. 

1 2 L' d . d B . tste 1n e eer, op. ctt., p. 575 · 
1 3 See her book, The Queen Thanks Sir H ow_ard (1945). 
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Major (later, Major-General Sir Howard) Elphinstone, V.C., who was 
in charge of Prince Arthur, and for the two pictures here reproduced.14 
At Windsor are preserved among the Duke of Connaught's papers the 
reports sent by Major Elphinstone to the Queen and the full itinerary 
can be followed.15 

The tour of 1864 was designed to let the young Prince (then aged 14) 
follow where possible in the track of his father, twenty-seven years be
fore ; and it lasted, so far as expeditions were concerned, from July 26 
to August I 5. After an ascent of the Rigi on July 26, the party left via 

. the Furka Pass for the Grimsel, on the 28th. Meiringen was reached 
next day. On the 3oth, after a visit to the Reichenbach Falls, they 
proceeded to Rosenlaui, visiting the ice-cave on the Rosenlaui Glacier 
and going on over the Grosse Scheidegg to the Faulhorn, the summit 

- of which was reached at 6.30 P.M. and the night spent there. Prince 
Arthur used a horse to ride part of the way; his tutor, Mr. Jolley (whose 
name seems to have belied his disposition) was noted by Elphinstone 
in his diary as being quite overcome by the Grosse Scheidegg. 

They were roused on July 31 at 3.30 A.M. to see the sunrise and after 
a light meal left for Grindelwald. Half a mile down, in a steep gully 
where snow had accumulated, they found a sledge in readiness for 
travellers, and though Elphinstone says the Prince was nervous at first 
of using it, in fact all went well. The Prince himself, writing to the 
Queen on August I, from Interlaken, is ecstatic about the tour : 

[No. 529] ... 'You cannot imagine, dear Mama, how delighted 
I am with Switzerland, it is the most lovely country of the world, 
Sweet-williams, Azaleas commonly called here roses des Alpes, 
asters, orchids of immense size and numerous other beautiful flowers 
grow with profusion in its fields ; butterflies of various splendid 
colours fly about through the air and mighty snow-white peaks form 
a cornice to it all.' He then runs over the tour very briefly, particu
larly stressing the Faulhorn : 'which is 8 570 ft. high16 and therefore 
four times the height of Lochnagar.' As regards the descent, he 
says : ' The Major and I went down in a sledge over the snow for 
a good half a mile and it was great fun.' 

In contrast to the general simplicity of his letter home, he describes 
sunrise from the Faulhorn in a very flowery passage : ' the heavens 
at the horizon becoming a deep purple and orange colour ; and then 
all of a sudden mighty Phoebus with his fiery horses rose up like a 
big red ball over the horizon and then it was all over.' 

A couple of days were spent at Interlaken and the opportunity taken 
to get rid of Mr. Jolley, who was now so exhausted and out of spirits 
as to have been reduced to speechlessness. He accordingly departed 

14 I have to thank Mr. Ronald W. Clark, whose book, The Victorian Moun
taineers, has recently appeared, for bringing the first picture to my notice. 

15 These reports, etc., are numbered: For 1864, Royal Archives, Add.' MSS. 
A/ rs, nos. 519-48; and for r868, nos. 1280-94. 

16 Actually 8803 ft. • 
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on August 317 and Elphinstone wrote to the Queen, asking if someone 
could be sent Ol!t to share with him the responsibilities of the tour.l8 

On August 3 the party drove to Lauterbrunnen and walked up to 
Murren. Next morning they ascended the Schilthorn, which 
Elphinstone, in his diary, characterizes as ' frightfully hard walking.' 
The diary says they descended to Furgge [Sefinen Furgge] and on to 
the Kienthal, reaching a hut there at 6. 5 P .M. (presumably in the 
locality of Griesalp ). ' P.A. very much done ' notes the diary ; but 
in a long letter [No. 532] to lhe Queen, written that night and headed 
' 10 P.M.', Elphinstone (who cannot have had much sleep, as his diary 
records that he only laid down at 2 A.M. and rose at 5, but got little 
rest (' guides above one's head ')) says that it was very temporary 
fatigue and the Prince thoroughly enjoyed spending a night in those rela
tively rough quarters. On the 5th they proceeded via the Dtindengrat 
and Ocschinensee to l{andersteg, putting up for the night at the Hotel 
de l'Ours, near the foot of the Gemmi (' nice place but rather too 
bumptious landlord ' diary). · 

On August 6 they crossed the Gemmi, stopping at the Schwarenbach 
inn on the way up and at Leukerbad on the way down ; then they 
drove to Sion, which they reached at 9.30 P.M. (' hotel fair and stately, 
but smell horrid ' diary), Elphinstone regretting when too late that 
they had not stopped for the night at the more salubrious Sierre. In
defatigably, he sits up late to write to the Queen [No. 536], timing his 
letter at 12 P.M. What he calls' the knapsack tour' is now over, as they 
will proceed by rail to Martigny and regain their baggage : the tour, 
he thinks, has been valuable to the Prince as compelling him to rough 
it a little. 

On August 7 (Sunday) they reached Martigny and clean clothes. 
They attended church and visited the Pissevache and the Gorges de 
Trient. A companion, he notes in his diary, would now be very 
welcome ; but from a letter he receives from the Queen he learns that 
she is sending out Colonel Francis Seymour,19 who was turned 5.1 
and by no means active, and not one of the people asked for by 
Elphinstone. The Queen admits that ' he may have a little peculiarity 
of manner, '20 but as he had been devoted to the Prince Consort, this 
outweighed all his disabilities (he was no great walker and was extremely 
short-sighted) as a companion to an active boy on a walking tour. 

Colonel Seymour met the party when they reached the Chamonix 
valley next day over the Col de Balme ; in a letter to the Queen 
[No. 540] he describes the Prince as wearing a coloured shirt, without 
coat, . waistcoat or neckcloth, his trousers turned up at the bottom 

17 No great loss, one feels, if the tutor was responsible for the sudden onset 
of ' the mighty Phoebus ' phraseology in the Prince's letters. 

1 8 The Queen, when replying, said she was not surprised that J olley had 
proved a failure (M. H. McClintock, The Queen Thanks Sir Howard, p. 72). 

1 9 L ater, General Sir F rancis Seymour, Bt., K.C.B., and Master of the 
Ceremonies to Queen Victoria (Burke's Peerage (1949), p. 1814). 

20 M. H. McClintock, op. cit., p. 72. He had never been strong since 
receiving a head wound during the Crimean War; ibid., p. 74· 

• 
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sho\ving a pair of · strong laced boots studded with sharp nails, to 
prevent slipping on the sno,v, a wide-awake 'vith a gauze and veil and 
a large Alpenstock. The Prince, he added, intended being photo
graphed thus ; in the picture reproduced here the hat looks more like 
a low-cro,vned bowler than a wide-awake. 

They stayed at the Hotel Royal and the Prince, in writing to the 
Queen on August 9 [No. 538], says : ' I have the same rooms here at 
this hotel that Bertie [the Prince of Wales] had, when he was here ... 
Today being fine, we ascended a hill called Flegere, which is opposite 
the Montanverd [sic] and the famous Mer de Glace.' Elphinstone 
notes in his. diary that on the Flegere, ' Seymour quite done ; rides 
home. P.A. quite triumphant' ; and in a letter to the Queen [No. 537] 
says he is convinced that no boy of the Prince's age would tire him 
in walking. . 

The presence of Colonel Seymour was, indeed, a drag on the party ; 
on August Io they went to the Montanvert, intending to cross to the 
Jardin, but the Colonel was too tired and they returned to Chamonix 
for lunch. The Glacier des Bossons was visited on the I Ith, but the 
.Prince had been urging for a day or two past that a visit should be made 
to the Grands Mulets. He appears to have been under the impression 
that the Prince of Wales had been there, for the latter had told him 
he would not be strong enough to do so. But there was a misunder
standing here, as Elphinstone later remarks [No. 544] : it was merely 
a ' challenge ' from one brother to another. 

Elphinstone would only permit the expedition if the weather was 
settled, and only (as he was at pains to inform the Queen [No. 542]) 
after careful enquiries and ' after a close consultation with a gentleman 
who had just come down with his two sons one aged I I, the other 9· '21 

The weather was good, and accordingly on Friday, August I2, the 
party numbering ten in all left Chamonix at 4.50 and reached the 
Grands Mulets at I2.5. They were watched from the valley and five 
cannon were discharged on their arrival at the Grands Mulets, just as 
five more welcomed them back in the evening. Great precautions 
vvere taken when they reached the ice ; the leading guide held the 
Prince by the hand the whole time ; another took charge of the courier, 
Muller, and Collins, the valet; Elphinstone himself took charge of 
Colonel Seymour's servant ; and Seymour had a man on either side 
of him, to push him going uphill, and to hold him back going downhill. 22 

21 The Grands Mulets Visitors' Book (photostat in the A.C. Library) does 
not show any entry to correspond with this unnamed gentleman and his two 
sons. The ages given, of I I and 9, immediately put one in mind of Captain 
Leopold Paget, R.H.A., who, on September 2, I86I, with his wife, took his 
two sons, Harold (aged I I) and Claude (aged 9) to the Grands Mulets (see 
Visitors' Book). One wonders if Captain Paget was on a return visit to Chamonix 
in I864, and may have told Elphinstone of the I86I expedition, and Elphinstone 
thought he was speaking of the current year. 

22 In his diary, Elphinstone gives the names of the Chamonix guides as 
Jean Baelin, Jean Croz and Jean Munier. From an entry in the Grand Mulets 
Book, it may be seen that an Antoin Hoffman, guide, is also mentioned, but 
this does not sound like a Chamonix name. (Hoffman, in I 868, accompanied 



• 

"'""'' , .. 
l . ... } /.-)·,4 ' ~ . 0~. • 

j 
. .. ~ • 

• ~· .....-- - -·--·-... · . --- -- ·- -
• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 



1868 : PRINCE ARTHUR, \VITH CoLOl'EL ELPHINSTONE AND MAJOR HARRISON. 



MOUNTAINEERING AND THE BRITISH ROYAL FAMILY 283 
. 

A photographer, who had asked to be allowed to attach himself to the 
caravan, led the way. 

The party was back in Chamonix by 6 P.M., after a thirteen-hour day. 
Elphinstone telegraphed to the Queen, to announce the success of the 
venture, and in his letters took care to stress the fact that no risks 
were run. Indeed, the Prince had shown himself to be a good enough 
walker and one regrets that he was not allowed to sleep at the Grands 
Mulets and try for the summit next day. Had he done· so, he vvould, 
I think, have been the youngest person to have climbed Mont Blanc 
up to that date.23 

On the day follo\¥ing, August 13, they \¥ent up to Plan Praz (Seymour 
finding it very heavy going) and were photographed later. In the 
picture reproduced here, Major Elphinstone is on the Prince's left and 
Colonel Seymour on his right. The guides have not been certainly 
identified, but Monsieur Payot tentatively suggests that they are, 
reading from left to right, Croz, Hoffman, Bellin and Mugnier. 
Sunday, the 14th, was spent easily, the Prince attending church, where 
he was so much struck by the sermon preached by a Mr. Ormsby that 
the latter was asked by Elphinstone to send a copy of it to the Queen. 

They left Chamonix on August 15 for Martigny by the T ete Noire 
Pass and the tour came to an end with a journey to Ouchy, where they 
arrived on the r 8th, and where Lady Eastlake saw, but did not at first 
recognize the ' tvvo dusty pedestrians \¥ith a young boy,' the latter of 
\¥horn, she adds, had walked the two men off their feet. 24 

In September r 868 Prince Arthur, with Colonel Elphinstone and 
Major (later, General Sir Richard) Harrison, R.E., made a further tour, 
which is listed by Dr. de Beer,25 though some slight amendments are 
needed in .the light of Elphinstone's reports, now at Windsor. Dr. de 
Beer [ op. cit. p. xii] had the good fortune to see a scrapbook made by 
Prince Arthur, an interesting bibliographical item that came into the 
possession of the well-kno\¥11 booksellers, Francis Edwards, Ltd., after 
the Duke of Connaught's death, but which, unfortunately, I have not 
been able to trace. 

From Engelberg they proceeded, on September 2, to Meiringen, 

Queen Victoria up Pilatus David S. Duff, Princess L ouise , Duchess of Argyll, 
p . 99.) However, if Seymour h ad two men to help him along, a fourth guide 
(or possibly a porter) would be needed ; and in any case Elphinstone says that 
a man had been sent ahead to Pierre Pointue to prepare a second breakfast, so a 
fourth man is accounted for. 

Monsieur Paul Payot, of Chamonix, kindly gives m e the following information 
a bout the guides : 
J ean B aelin ( = Bellin). T wo of this n ame, one aged 35 in r864; the other

} ean Pierre Bellin des Praz de Ch amonix, to give him his full designation
aged 41. 

J ean Croz : presumably Jean Baptiste Croz, brother of Michel ; aged 36. 
J ean Munier ( = Mugnier). Probably Jean Pierre lVIugnier, aged 20 at the time. 

Only a porter: he became a guide in r868. 
23 In this connection, see A.J. 54· 79 and s8. 535. 
24 L etters and J ournals of Lady Eastlake, ed. by C. E. Smith, ii, pp. 183-4. 
25 Travellers in S witzerland, p. 323. 

\ l.OL. LIX. N O. CCLXXXVIII u 
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where they spent September 3 on the Rosenlaui Glacier, doing minor 
climbing.26 Elphinstone remarks that the Rosenlaui Glacier had shrunk 
a lot since r 864. ' We have a first-rate guide with us, Andreas J aun, ,;vell 
known for all kinds of hill work' [N o. rz8r].2 7 On September 4 they left 
to sleep in a hut in the Urbachthal at the foot of the Gauli Glacier
presumably somewhere near the present location of the Gauli Club hut. 
N ext morning they ascended the glacier to the GauF Pass, whence the 
Ewigschneehorn was climbed, with entrancing vievvs of the Schreckhorn 
and Finsteraarhorn. The descent was made by the Lauteraar and 
U nteraar glaciers to the Grimsel. The Queen, says Elphinstone [No. 
r 282], can imagine the scenery if she can recollect the large photograph 
of Swiss glaciers hung up in the passage at Balmoral between the 
dining and billiard rooms, which was taken from about the centre of 
the Lauteraar Glacier. The Prince, vvriting from the Grimsel [No. 1283], 
tells the Queen that ' This place here more resembles what you see in 
Scotland than any other I know in Switzerland, it is very wild and 
'\tvithout a tree to be seen. Tomorrow \Ve go to the Eggishorn and on 
thursday or friday we expect to be at Zermatt.' 

They arrived at the Eggishorn on the evening of the 7th, ' after a 
rather lengthy excursion over the Oberaarjoch . . . to the foot of the 
Finsteraarhorn and not far from the Aletschhorn' [ I284]. Presumably, 
:they went by the route of the Galmifirn and the Fiescher glacier, 28 as 
the alternative recommended by Ball, of the Gri.inhornli.icke and 
Concordia, only became popular later. T\¥0 nights were spent at the 
Eggishorn, the peak itself being ascended on the 8th. Bel Alp -vvas 
reached on the gth, Visp on the I oth and the Riffel .Alp on 
September I I. 

On the I zth they went up to the rfheodule Pass (Elphinstone, 
No. 1286, uses the alternative name of the Matterjoch), ' a short but 
most interesting walk.' H e is at some pains to assure the Queen that 
the Prince is not being overwalked, and tactfully remarks, ' hitherto 
he has not on any single occasion done anything like as hard as the 
walk which Prince Arthur took with Your Majesty up Pilatus ... 
glacier walking is easy -vvalking, as a good deal of time is occupied in 
finding the way and cutting steps.' 

Prince Arthur, writing on September I3 [No. I287] says that the 
weather is breaking up for an hour it had snowed hard on the 
Theodule Pass. ' I am very much pleased with the valley of Zermatt 
which I think c;ertainly surpasses the valley of Chamonix in grandeur. 
The outline of the Matterhorn, where if you recollect the sad accident 
occurred 3 or 4 years ago, is unsurpassed by any other hill in 
Switzerland.' 

Owing to the break in the weather they left Zermatt (on the 14th) 
a day earlier than intended, for the Italian Lakes, via the Simplon Pass. 

26 Apparently it had at one time been proposed that Queen Victoria should 
stay at Meiringen (Letter No. rz8r). 

27 See A .J. 57· 221 for entry in Andreas Jaun's fii.hrerbuclz. 
28 See Ball 's Central Alps, pt. I (edn. 1907), p. 145 . 
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The bad weather continuing, Elphinstone decided not to go on to 
St. Moritz, for he heard that the hotels there were closing, and after 
some disappointing days at Lakes Maggiore and Lugano, and a visit 
to Milan (where they ascended the Cathedral and got a fine view of 
Monte Rosa and the Fletschhorn) it was decided to return to England 
in easy stages, via Geneva.29 Since [No. I292] the Prince knew the 
St. Gotthard Pass and had just been over the Simplon, and had 
likewise seen a part of the St. Bernard (which in any case involved a 
good deal of walking),30 it was decided to come by the Mont Cenis 
Pass, and the railway over this is described in some detail. The Prince 
tells the Queen [No. I 294] that the vegetation on top of the Mont Cenis 
seemed to him very similar to that at the top of Lochnagar. 

The party left Geneva on September 28 for Paris, London and 
Balmoral, and with this Prince Arthur's climbing seems to have come 
to an end. Which is to be regretted for, having regard to the early 
date of his excursions, his age, and to the restrictions liable to be 
imposed upon him by virtue of his position, he may be regarded as 
having shown promise as a mountaineer. A comparison with the 
other entries listed by Dr. de Beer for I868 shows that the Prince's 
itinerary in this year was not noticeably belo\v the average, if we except 
such well-known names as Coolidge, Julius Elliott, Giissfeldt or 
Tyndall.31 · 

Apart from the hill climbing incidental to deer stalking and the like, 
it does not appear that either King George V or King George VI 
made any serious mountain expeditions. Nor have I come across any 
records of the Duke of Windsor climbing mountains, though his 
numerous travels as Prince of Wales certainly took him into 
mountainous regions. 

The late Duke of Kent, ho\vever, during his frequent visits to 
Yugoslavia before the last war, did a fair amount of hill walking, though 
he did not pretend to have gone in for mountaineering in a serious way, 
but just for purposes of exercise. The only mountain that need be 
noted in this connection is Triglav, the most popular of all peaks in 
the Julian Alps,32 which was climbed on August 24, I935, after motoring 
from Lake Bohinj v£a Bled to Mojstrana, and walking up the Krma 
valley. But, whereas the usual procedure was to sleep out, the Duke 
insisted that it could be accomplished in the day, which he did, in 
I 4 hours out and back. 

In I94I, vvhilst in Canada, the Duke took the opportunity, vvhen 
staying at Banff Springs Hotel, to climb Mt. Rundle in the Spray 
V alley (August 6 ). This climb aroused some interest in the Canadian 

29 Dr. de Beer [op. cit., p. 323] gives the close of the tour as St. Gotthard, 
Altdorf, Lucerne. Presumably these are mentioned in the scrapbook already 
referred to ; but they have got out of their place, as there is no mention of 
them in the reports from Elphinstone at this period. 

30 It is not made clear when~ the St. Gotthard and the St. Bernard passes 
had been visited ; possibly in x865, when the Prince was again on the Continent. 

31 In the picture of the x868 party, Colonel Elphinstone is in the centre. 
32 A.J. ss. 38o. 
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Press, the Duke having returned to his hotel in unusually short time. 
In fact, his party lost the trail half way up and took a short cut which, 
though it saved time, added greatly to the strenuous nature of the climb. 
Sulphur Mt., in the same district, vvas also ascended, but this \Vas a 
much less exacting affair. 

I am disposed to disregard ascents such as Table Mountain, up 
which, I fancy, several of our Royal Family have walked. Only one 
further expedition, therefore, remains to be mentioned, that of the 
Duchess of Gloucester (then Lady Alice Scott) to Mount Kenya in 
October-November 1934. This is noteworthy both for the reason that 
Her Royal Highness permitted two of her photographs to be reproduced 
in the Alpine Journal, 33 as well as sending a note in correction of detaiP4 

-ther~by becoming the first member of our Royal Family to contribute 
to the A.J.--and also for the expeditio-n being the first occasion, 
apparently, on \vhich any member of the British Royal Family has 
crossed that mystic 4,ooo-metre line so beloved of our Continental 
climbing brethren. To commemorate this expedition, Lake Alice in 
Kenya was named after t.he Duchess: see Bulletin of Mountain Club 
of Kenya, Sept. 1951, p. 5· 

Her Royal Highness writes : . . . ' I have still vivid and very 
delightful memories of the trip. I went to visit some friends, and 
staying there were some people who had, so far as I remember, rather 
on the spur of the moment made plans to go up Mount Kenya. I 
decided to go also. I do not think very many preparations had been 
made. We got into. touch with Comn1ander Hook, who lived at 
Nanyuki,35 and he very kindly equipped us with boys and ponies and 
off we went! 

' We stayed three nights en route. One amongst Cedar trees in 
thick forest at about Io,ooo ft. ; one on the very edge of the bamboo 
forest, at about 12,000 ft. From then on, we trudged over some very 
rough heathland, soon turning into rocky land. There was very little 
track and vvhat there was was rather hard to find luckily the boys and 
the ponies seemed to know the way ! Above I 3 ,ooo ft. it was difficult 
going because of the altitude and also because it was \Vet and very 
slippery for the ponies. Frozen with cold and vvet, we eventually 
arrived at a cave the one and only cave we ever saw.36 We stayed 
the night in this cave, very cold. We had nothing to burn except 
Giant Groundsel, which was wet and consequently would not burn. 
There \vas a slight covering of snow in the morning, which soon 
melted. We heard a leopard during the night presumably a snow 
leopard. 

' Next morning we set off to try and get up to the snow line, I think 
through th~ Mackinder Valley, but cannot be quite sure about this.37 

a3 A.J. 47· 372. 34 A.J. 48. 184. 
35 He had assisted the Shipton-Tilman party in 1930 Shipton, Upon That 

Mountain, p. 69. 
36 Presumably that shown in Tihnan's photograph, Snozu on the Equator, p. 6o. 
37 A con1parison of H.R.H.'s photograph in A.J. 47. 373, with Tiln1an's 

picture in Snow on the Equator, p. 62, would seem to establish .the route definitely. 
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As \¥e got to about the beginning of the snow, we saw clouds approach
ing and it was thought best to hurry back to the cave whilst visibility 
was still good. After that third night, the cold and discomfort were 
such that we decided we could not face another night in the cave and 
returned to Nanyuki in one day a walk of about 21 miles by the 
same route as vve had gone up by.' 

If the cave where Her Royal Highness spent the night vvas the same 
as used by the Shipton-Tilman party, at 14,ooo ft., 38 she would seem 
to have reached next day an altitude of somewhere between 14,ooo and 
I s,ooo ft. In the absence of information to the contrary, this appears 
to be a height record for British Royalty on foot. The expedition 
was, apparently, one of the earliest made to Mount Kenya by a woman,39 

as it was not until 1938 that the feminine onslaught on l\1t. Kenya 
began in real earnest. 

It remains to be seen if another generation of Royalty vvill take to 
mountaineering. What Dr. Johnson called ' the tumultuary life of 
Princes ' may not easily lend itself to climbing, in which the Press of 
our day takes an unwholesome degree of interest, so that reasonable 
privacy may be difficult to maintain. Hovvever, in the meantime the 
Duchess of Gloucester's record remains as a target to aim at, although 
if the record is broken, it may be elsevvhere than on Mount l(enya, at 
any rate while Mau Mau is active. 

38 T'l . 6 1 m an, op. at., p. 2. 
39 Mrs. C. Ross made expeditions in 1921 (A.J. 34· 329.) and 1924 (Annual 

of the Mountain Club of S. Africa, No. 27 (1924), p. 72) ; Miss Charis Melhuish 
(now Lady Sandford) and Miss Joan Waddington in 1926 (information from 
Mr. J. D. Melhuish of Nairobi); Mrs. Evelyn M. Arthur in October 1928 
(information from Mrs. Arthur) ; Lady Muriel J ex-Blake sometime prior to 
1929 (E. A. T. Dutton, K enya Mountain, p. 186) ; and Miss Vivienne de 
Watteville in 1928-9 (Speak to the Earth, part II). 
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